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See article inside for list of items on the auction block!



Article from Ray Hilt

After a heavy Winter, most of us are looking forward to Spring. It may be 
slow coming. My Grandad once told me in Michigan it is July, August and winter. 

However, there are those of us that are planning some good things for the ship. Our 
president's wife, with extensive experience in retail, is going to advise me about what to do 
with our store. This will be most welcome, and I am looking forward to being able to get 
on board with her to look over what we have, and what we should be doing. Tom Bell and 
I went onboard a week ago, after a hard winter, the ship really looks good. 

There are going to be some changes in the museum this year, some repair to showcases, 
especially their lighting.  I never got the display of deck chairs set up last year, we were not 
able to empty the room they were going in. We will try again this spring. Ken Jillbert's 
models will be back, and there is a possibility we will have another impressive display if 
we can pull it all together. We are still looking for some mannequins to put on a display of 
some of the Clipper original uniforms. If anybody has some or knows of some, please 
contact me.

The next item coming up for the ship is the auction/brunch at the Muskegon Country Club. 
It is going to be better that ever, with some items we have never had before to auction off, 
including such things as a model of a Great Lakes Lightship, lost in the Big Storm of 1913 
with all hands, built by the Racine Boat Co. of Muskegon. This model was built by Ken 
Jillbert who loans us the models we have on display, and is an accurate very well done 
model in a glass case. There are many great items on both live and silent auction, so don't 
forget to get your tickets and come join the fun.

Ray Hilt
Milwaukee Clipper Museum and Ship's Store

John, our president has been a snow bird this winter and
doesn’t have any new information for us at this time, but 
did say he would catch us all up in the next edition.

Despite the cruel winter, I have only heard of one broken bone, Roni Fitzsimmons ankle, 
but they say she will be at the auction.  And Marylouise Plant is recovering very well 
from her long episode last Spring; and she, too will be working the auction.  Get well 
wishes to all.  If there was anyone else, it’s been kept a secret.



Port City Princess dinner cruise for two 
Lake Express round trip for 2

Wooden squirrel feeder (made by Gene Fethke)
Canoe donated by K.L. Industries

Muskegon S. Pier Lighthouse (print) 
Whitefish Point Station (print) 
Ship "John M. Osborn” (print) 
Ship "Steamer Vienna” (print)

Hondo Generator & Honda Metropolitan Scooter
donated by Babbitt Sports 

2 round trip tickets on the Arnold Line to Mackinac Island
Overnight stays at both, the Grand Hotel 

and Iroquis Hotel on Mackinac Island
Tickets to local football games 

(Big Reds, Catholic Central, Mona Shores)
2 tickets to tour the Cutter Mackinaw 
Round trip on the Badger for 2 w/car 

2 tickets to the Wisconsin Maritime Museum 
4 tickets to Gilmore Car Museum

Dinner for 4 at Hilts at Christmas time 
Rumble seat ride in Hilt's Model T 

Dinner cruise for 4 on Hilt's Trawler " Gulliver" 
Framed Wilford Berg painting in a ship wreck frame of the Charles Bronson

Stay at Beaver Lodge on Beaver Island
Creative Edge gift basket

Westshore Symphony & Civic Theatre Tickets
Various Golf Packages
African Photo Safari

White-on-White Quilt (full size) of Clipper designs
And Many More !!!

Note from Gene Fethke,
Chairman of the Auction Committee 

The Auction brunch at Muskegon Country Club, Sunday May 18th, is the day for 
good food and an enjoyable live and silent auction to support the Milwaukee Clipper Restoration 
efforts.  The proceeds will be used for the upkeep and repair of the ship.  There will also be a 
raffle and 50/50 drawings.  For tickets contact any member of the Committee or board member 
or call Gene Fethke at 722-2375.  Below is a very small sampling of the items that were donated 
for the success of the auction.  Thanks go out to our very generous businesses in the West 
Michigan area and throughout all of Michigan.



I guess that by now most people can say what a tough cold winter this has been 
and happily that the snow is finally going away and just a memory.  I can tell you one thing, 
with the Muskegon Lake frozen over with two foot of ice, I didn’t lose any sleep worrying about 
any heavy winter storm tearing the ship lose from its moorings. It’s been known to do just that 
on a few occasions.

It will take more than just a few summer days to get the ship thawed out, etc.  The ship stays 
comfortable for working days in the fall, but once the winter weather sets in, that steel gets bitterly cold and 
when that steel get cold, it’s like a block of ice.

I can remember one fall, when we layed up the Clipper over in Manitowoc, Wisconsin for 
winter repair and that they wouldn’t need her until the next season.  The Highway 16 was supposed to carry 
the load until then.  However, along came a tough winter, like this one, and the 16 couldn’t handle it.  So in 
the middle of a really cold, cold January, we had to go over to Manitowoc and try to get the Clipper back in 
operation.

Once they finally did get the boilers going, it was touch and go to the steam lines going all 
the way up to the top deck and back down to the boiler room.  The engineer had to use the heating torch on 
the steam line, as it went along to keep them from freezing up. Once they finally did get steam up on the 
lines, it was days before the ship was livable.  The only good thing about it all was that the galley stove had 
its own system and ran for 24 hours a day.  The only warm spot on the ship.  After that winter fiasco, means 
were taken so that would not happen again and thankfully it didn’t.

The really big thing coming up is the annual Clipper auction at the Muskegon Country Club, 
May 18th.  Gene Fethke and his great committee has been working on this event since last year’s successful 
auction and they are determined to try and make this year’s event even bigger and better.

So hopefully we will see the sun shining on both sides of the street before the end of April, 
so that the ship warms up enough that we can get started once again on the restoration work.

See you all at this year’s auction and ….. Smooth Sailing!
Captain Bob Preifer

Could your business use some new customers?
Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 - Full page Ad $900. 

We have a mailing list of over a thousand, not just in Muskegon, but all over the U.S.  Call 231-755-8066 to 
reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

The Captain’s Captions:

Staterooms & Other areas available for Adoption!
If your organization is interested in a community service project, please contact Bob Jennings. to reserve a 
stateroom to restore. This is a great way to give back to the community and exercise your teamwork skills!   

Volunteers only work on Tuesdays & Thursdays (some Saturday’s) for a few hours.  All the cleaning 
supplies are provided, as well as the paint required.  Stop by and give the areas a once over and see if you 
would like to help.  Such as the seating units in the Theater. This would be a great training tool for those 
attending Tech Schools.  Restoring Metal-Wood & Leather all in one project. They could be removed from 
the ship, worked on at the Tech Center, then reinstalled. (Just an idea) 

Give Bob a call today (231-215-6887). !!!



Spring is here!!
By Jim Plant

Every spring MCPI has a major fundraiser, the Spring Brunch/Auction.  Its 
purpose is to raise money for materials for the maintenance and preservation of our 
beloved Clipper. This year, as in the past few years, this festive event will be held at the 
Muskegon Country Club.  Guests have fun with other attendees and have a good time 
watching the boats gliding by on Muskegon Lake from the Club deck. Tim Fitzsimmons, 
our auctioneer, leads the lively and spirited activities. The committee is assembling a 
wonderful variety of items to be auctioned both at the live and the silent auction.  Come 
join us.  Dress is always casual.  We have a lot of fun.  The brunch is terrific and it is all 
for a good cause.  We need and are asking as many of our supporters as possible to get a 
ticket to attend.  This year the tickets are an imprinted sturdy leather coaster, good as a 
souvenir and, as well, as a drink coaster. The cost is $30.00 per person.  A phone call is 
all it takes: 231-744-5101 to reserve your ticket.  Then to prepay, send a check to MCPI, 
P.O. Box 1370, Muskegon, MI 49440, and have a ticket waiting for you at the door!  
What could be easier?  Call today.

I want to make you aware of the new coffee table book, S.S. Milwaukee 
Clipper, An Illustrated History, A National Historic Landmark. It is a three-year effort 
by Marylouise Plant and Steve Demos, MD.  It is not only exciting and beautiful, but the 
best history of our great lady that I could imagine. The word “illustrated” does not begin 
to do justice to the beautiful color pictures Steve has scattered throughout this great book. 
Marylouise has done a masterful job of research and writing. The book is hard covered 
with 180 pages. All proceeds from the book will go the Clipper restoration and 
preservation. More information on the availability of the book will be forth coming later 
this summer. The projected retail price will be $49.95.  Those interested are given an 
advance opportunity to purchase the book at the significantly reduced pre-publication 
price of $37.50, 25% off the suggested retail price. Pre-published orders will assist us in 
ordering a sufficient quantity of books.  Contact Marylouise Plant at 231-744-5101 to 
place an order or for more information.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Just a quick reminder to please get your e-mail addresses to me.  Don’t miss out on the (I’m 
sure) good news one of these days.   PLEASE, it is so vital to the future distribution process of the 
newsletter, get your e-mail address to me.  If you don’t have e-mail, send me a quick note or call 
(231-798-4231) – Also, PLEASE put something in the “Subject” line.  I don’t open up e-mails 
without subjects. 

Thank you for your cooperation.        dpfol@earthlink.net Sandra Ferski, Editor



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Portable Band Saw
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor
w/hoses & hammers

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!
All shapes,  ages & genders !

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - 
Blarney Castle Oil 
Co. for the drums to 
provide proper 
handling of the 
restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the 
scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; 
LAKESIDE EMPORIUM,, and S & G SHOOTERS who support our 
efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has a supply of  
newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and 
Visitors  Bureau.  Not to leave out all the other local businesses who 
support the Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who 
donate items for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - 
without them, we really would be “Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic 
Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly 
newsletter.

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity
Working on the newsletter Maintenance
Museum/Gift Shop assistance Restoration work
Security at the Clipper dock site Other ___________________
Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 
for the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on- 
board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime 
heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!

Thank you for your support!
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